CUET 2025 May 21 English Question Paper with Solutions

Time Allowed :1 Hours | Maximum Marks :250 | Total questions :50

General Instructions

Read the following instructions very carefully and strictly follow them:

1. The test is of 1 hour duration.
2. The question paper consists of 50 questions. The maximum marks are 250.

3. 5 marks are awarded for every correct answer, and 1 mark is deducted for every

wrong ansSwer.




1. Rearrange the following parts to form a coherent and meaningful sentence. Choose
the correct option.

P: and industries are exploring the use of biodegradable alternatives

Q: as plastic pollution continues to pose a significant threat to the environment,

R: governments, environmental groups,

S: to reduce dependence on single-use plastics

(A) QRPS

(B) QPRS

(C) RQPS

(D) QRSP

Correct Answer: (B) QPRS

Solution: Let’s go step by step to determine the correct sequence:

1. Identify the context:

The phrase “as plastic pollution continues to pose a significant threat to the environment” (Q)
introduces the context of the issue—plastic pollution. This is the logical starting point for the
sentence.

2. Determine the agents involved:

After introducing the problem, we need to introduce the agents (who is dealing with the
problem?). "Governments, environmental groups” (R) fits here as it refers to the parties that
are addressing the issue.

3. Describe the actions:

Next, we need to talk about what actions are being taken to address plastic pollution. ”And
industries are exploring the use of biodegradable alternatives” (P) describes a specific action
related to solving the problem.

4. Clarify the goal or purpose:

Finally, "to reduce dependence on single-use plastics” (S) explains the goal or purpose of
these actions.

Thus, the logical sequence is: Q, R, P, S.



When rearranging sentences, look for a logical flow: Start with the context or problem,

then introduce the agents or actions, and finish with the intended goal.

2. Rearrange the following parts to form a meaningful and grammatically correct
sentence. Choose the most logical sequence.

P: when technology enables constant connectivity,

Q: maintaining a healthy work-life balance

R: has become increasingly challenging

S: in today’s fast-paced digital world

(A) PSRQ

(B) SQPR

(C) QPRS

(D) SPRQ

Correct Answer: (C) QPRS

Solution: Let’s break it down step by step:

1. Start with the main subject:

”Maintaining a healthy work-life balance” (Q) is the central idea and the subject of the
sentence. This should be introduced first.

2. Add the condition or reason:

”When technology enables constant connectivity” (P) gives the condition under which
maintaining work-life balance becomes difficult.

3. State the challenge or issue:

”Has become increasingly challenging” (R) follows logically, stating the difficulty caused by
the condition mentioned in P.

4. Provide additional context:

’In today’s fast-paced digital world” (S) provides the context in which this challenge occurs,
enhancing the overall understanding of the situation.

Thus, the correct sequence is: Q, P, R, S.



Look for the main subject first (Q), followed by the condition or reason (P), the problem

or result (R), and finish with the contextual setting (S).

3. Rearrange the given sentence fragments to form a meaningful sentence. Choose the
correct sequence from the options below.

P: are becoming more popular among urban residents

Q: rooftop gardens and vertical farming

R: as people seek sustainable ways

S: to grow food in limited spaces

(A) QRPS

(B) QPRS

(C) RQSP

(D) PRQS

Correct Answer: (B) QPRS

Solution: Let’s break it down step by step:

1. Introduce the main subject:

”Rooftop gardens and vertical farming” (Q) is the main subject of the sentence, so it should
be placed first.

2. Describe the growing trend:

” Are becoming more popular among urban residents” (P) explains the growing trend of these
farming techniques, so it naturally follows the subject (Q).

3. State the reason or motivation:

”As people seek sustainable ways” (R) gives the reason why rooftop gardens and vertical
farming are becoming popular.

4. Clarify the specific goal:

”To grow food in limited spaces” (S) explains the goal of these methods and completes the
sentence.

Thus, the correct sequence is: Q, P, R, S.



When forming a sentence, identify the subject first, then describe the action or trend,

followed by the reason and the goal.

4. Rearrange the following parts to form a meaningful sentence. Select the correct
option.

P: scientists have been researching alternative energy sources

Q: due to the rising concerns about fossil fuel depletion

R: and their impact on climate change

S: such as solar and wind power

(A) PQRS

(B) QPRS

(C) QPR-S

(D) QPSR

Correct Answer: (A) PQRS

Solution: Let’s analyze each part:

1. Start with the reason or cause:

”Due to the rising concerns about fossil fuel depletion” (Q) provides the reason for the
research, so it should be placed at the beginning.

2. Introduce the main subject:

”Scientists have been researching alternative energy sources” (P) is the subject of the
sentence, and it logically follows after the cause (Q).

3. Provide examples of the energy sources:

”Such as solar and wind power” (S) gives examples of the alternative energy sources being
researched.

4. Mention the broader context:

”And their impact on climate change” (R) provides additional information about why
alternative energy sources are important, thus it should come last.

Thus, the correct sequence is: Q, P, S, R.



Look for the reason or cause first, then introduce the subject, followed by the specifics

or examples, and end with a broader context or consequence.

5. Rearrange the given parts to form a meaningful sentence. Choose the most
appropriate order.

P: not only improved productivity

Q: but also reduced the margin of human error

R: automation in manufacturing processes has

S: over the past few decades

(A) RPSQ

(B) PRSQ

(C) SRPQ

(D) RQPS

Correct Answer: (A) RPSQ

Solution: Let’s analyze the sentence fragments:

1. Start with the main subject and action:

- ”Automation in manufacturing processes has” (R) is the main subject and action, so it
naturally starts the sentence.

2. Describe the effects of the action:

- ”Not only improved productivity” (P) follows, indicating one of the effects of automation.
3. Mention the additional effect:

- ”But also reduced the margin of human error” (Q) adds another effect of automation,
following the previous one.

4. Give the time frame:

- ”Over the past few decades” (S) provides the time frame during which these changes have
occurred, making it a fitting conclusion.

Thus, the correct sequence is: R, P, S, Q.



When rearranging sentences, start with the subject and action, then describe the effects,

followed by the time frame or additional details.

6. Idiom: “Hit the nail on the head.” What does this idiom mean?
(A) To hurt someone intentionally

(B) To describe something precisely or correctly

(C) To miss an opportunity

(D) To speak harshly

Correct Answer: (B) To describe something precisely or correctly

Solution: The idiom hit the nail on the head” means to describe something exactly right or
to do something with great precision. It is often used when someone gives a perfectly
accurate or correct answer or assessment.

Thus, the correct meaning is: (B) To describe something precisely or correctly.

When you hit the nail on the head,” you get something exactly right—whether it’s a

description, answer, or action.

7. Idiom: “Let the cat out of the bag.” What is the meaning of this expression?
(A) To set someone free

(B) To reveal a secret unintentionally

(C) To provoke someone deliberately

(D) To confuse everyone
Correct Answer: (B) To reveal a secret unintentionally

Solution: The idiom “let the cat out of the bag” means to accidentally reveal a secret or
disclose something that was intended to be kept private. It is often used when someone

unintentionally gives away confidential information.
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Thus, the correct meaning is: (B) To reveal a secret unintentionally.

If you "’let the cat out of the bag,” you reveal something that was meant to be kept secret

or confidential.

8. Idiom: “Once in a blue moon.” What does this phrase refer to?
(A) Frequently

(B) Never

(C) Very rarely

(D) Occasionally

Correct Answer: (C) Very rarely

Solution: Step 1: Understanding the idiom

The idiom once in a blue moon” refers to something that happens very infrequently, or very
rarely. The phrase comes from the rare occurrence of two full moons in a single calendar
month, which is called a ’blue moon.”

Step 2: Analyzing the options

Option (A) “Frequently” suggests something that happens often, but “once in a blue moon”
implies rarity.

Option (B) "Never” implies something that never happens, but the idiom doesn’t indicate
complete impossibility, just rarity.

Option (C) ”Very rarely” is the correct choice, as it directly matches the meaning of the
idiom.

Option (D) ”Occasionally” suggests something that happens sometimes, but it’s not as rare
as ’very rarely.”

Thus, the correct meaning of the idiom is: (C) Very rarely.



When you hear ”once in a blue moon,” think of something that happens so infrequently,

it might seem almost impossible.

9. Despite repeated warnings, he  to submit the assignment on time.
(A) failed

(B) managed

(C) succeeded

(D) insisted

Correct Answer: (A) failed

Solution: Step 1: Understanding the context The phrase ’despite repeated warnings”
suggests that the person did not heed the warnings and failed to meet the expectation of
submitting the assignment on time. This indicates a negative outcome, so the verb should
reflect that.

Step 2: Analyzing the options

Option (A) “failed” is the most appropriate choice. It suggests that the person did not
complete the task despite the warnings.

Option (B) "managed” and (C) succeeded” imply a positive result, but these do not fit with
“despite repeated warnings,” which suggests failure to act appropriately.

Option (D) "insisted” doesn’t logically follow, as the person’s insistence wouldn’t
necessarily result in the submission on time, particularly after warnings.

Thus, the correct answer is: (A) failed.

In sentences with phrases like “despite repeated warnings,” the word choice should

reflect the failure to meet expectations.

10. The manager appreciated her because she always completes her tasks with great



(A) delay
(B) reluctance
(C) efficiency

(D) confusion
Correct Answer: (C) efficiency

Solution: Step 1: Analyzing the sentence structure

The sentence indicates that the manager appreciated the employee for a positive quality. The
phrase “always completes her tasks” suggests a desirable trait, which should be reflected in
the correct choice.

Step 2: Analyzing the options

Option (A) ”delay” doesn’t make sense because completing tasks with delay would not be
appreciated by a manager.

Option (B) "reluctance” also doesn’t fit, as reluctance means hesitation or unwillingness,
which would not be something a manager appreciates.

Option (C) efficiency” fits perfectly. It suggests that the employee completes tasks quickly
and effectively, which is highly appreciated in a workplace setting.

Option (D) “confusion” also doesn’t make sense, as confusion would mean the employee is
unsure and inefficient.

Thus, the correct answer is: (C) efficiency.

29 99

When describing positive qualities in a workplace setting, words like “efficiency,” "ac-

curacy,” and “timeliness” are usually the best choices.

11. The scientist’s theory was initially rejected, but later it was by new research.
(A) denied

(B) supported

(C) ignored
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(D) destroyed
Correct Answer: (B) supported

Solution: Step 1: Understanding the context

The sentence describes a situation where the scientist’s theory was first rejected but was later
accepted or confirmed due to new research. The verb must indicate a positive outcome based
on new evidence.

Step 2: Analyzing the options

Option (A) ”denied” suggests a continuation of rejection, which doesn’t fit with the idea of
new research validating the theory.

Option (B) ”supported” is the best choice, as it indicates that new research confirmed or
backed up the theory, which aligns with the context.

Option (C) "ignored” contradicts the idea that the theory was later validated.

Option (D) ”destroyed” suggests something negative, which doesn’t align with the idea of
new research supporting the theory.

Thus, the correct answer is: (B) supported.

When you see a sentence where something is initially rejected but later validated, look

for a verb that indicates positive confirmation, such as ”supported” or “validated.”

12. Which of the following words is closest in meaning to ‘“Benevolent”?
(A) Kind-hearted

(B) Arrogant

(C) Intelligent

(D) Careless

Correct Answer: (A) Kind-hearted

Solution: Step 1: Understanding the meaning of ’Benevolent”
The word “’benevolent” means showing kindness, goodwill, or a desire to do good. It

describes a person who is caring and charitable.
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Step 2: Analyzing the options

Option (A) ”Kind-hearted” is the best synonym, as it describes someone who is caring and
considerate, which is in line with ’benevolent.”

Option (B) ”Arrogant” means having an inflated sense of self-importance, which is the
opposite of ’benevolent.”

Option (C) "Intelligent” refers to being mentally capable, which is unrelated to the meaning
of "benevolent.”

Option (D) ”Careless” refers to being negligent or inattentive, which also doesn’t fit with the
meaning of “benevolent.”

Thus, the correct answer is: (A) Kind-hearted.

When looking for synonyms of “benevolent,” focus on words that describe kindness,

generosity, and goodwill.

13. Select the word that is similar in meaning to ’Plausible”.
(A) Impossible

(B) Believable

(C) Unlikely

(D) Unclear

Correct Answer: (B) Believable

Solution: Step 1: Understanding the meaning of ’Plausible”

”Plausible” means something that appears to be reasonable or believable based on available
evidence.

Step 2: Analyzing the options

Option (A) “Impossible” means something that cannot happen, which is the opposite of
’plausible.”

Option (B) "Believable” is the correct answer, as it means something that can be accepted as

true or reasonable, which aligns with plausible.”
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Option (C) "Unlikely” refers to something that is not probable, but still possible, which is not
the same as “plausible.”

Option (D) ”Unclear” means something that is ambiguous or not well-defined, which is not
related to “’plausible.”

Thus, the correct answer is: (B) Believable.

When looking for the synonym of ”plausible,” focus on words that suggest something

reasonable or capable of being believed.
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